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An  Extract  from  "Tho  Annual  Report 
of  tho  Official  Business  for  the 
Year  1936”  Fublished  by  the  Bureau 
of  tho  Europoo-Asiatic  Affairs  on 
December  1,  1936. 

Chapter  VI  -  Tho  Attempts  at 
Improving  the  Anglo-Japanoso  Relations. 


The  relations  botween  Japan  and  Britain  have  not  been  peaceful 
recently  owing  to  the  China  question  and  tho  commercial  and  naval  problems. 

It  is,  however,  impolitic  for  Japan  to  contend  with  Britain,  laying  herself 
thus  open  to  a  possible  attack  of  other  Powors.  There  is  indeed  an  urgent 
necessity  of  planning  to  cooperate  with  Britain,  in  consideration  of  Japan's 
relations  with  China  and  the  Soviet  Union.  Japan  should  take  precautions 
not  to  drive  Britain,  under  all  circumstances,  to  such  a  standpoint  as  would 
prove  unfavourable  to  our  own  situation. 

The  Japaneso  Government  holds  the  view  that  it  is  necessary  to  make 
some  attempts  at  cultivating  the  friondly  relations  with  Britain  on  tho 
above-referred  ground.  Ambassador  Yoshida,  with  such  intention  of  tho 
Japanese  Government  in  mind,  had  made  a  persistent  effort  to  achieve  the 
purposo  in  all  the  fields  of  the  British  society  after  his  arrival  at  his 
post  in  London  in  June,  1936. 

The  national  feolings  on  the  part  of  Britain  towards  Japan,  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  Ambassador  Yoshida' s  earnest  effort,  was  just  showing  a  favourable 
turn,  when  the  Keelung  incident  broke  out  in  October  of  the  same  year.  In 
the  following  Novomber,  the  Japanese-German  Anti-Comintern  Pact  was  concluded, 
and  this  produced  a  destructive  effect  on  the  British  national  feolings 
towerds  Japan. 

The  Japanose  Government,  according  to  tho  present  situation  of 
affairs,  is  determined  to  pursue  tho  lino  of  policy  to  bring  tho  Keelung 
incident  to  a  peaceful  settlement  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  root  out 
the  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  Britain  concorning  the  Japancs e-Gorman 
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Anti-Comintom  Pact,  and  after  removing  all  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
preliminary  negotiations  with  Britain,  positively  promote  the  friendly  re¬ 
lations  vdth  her  through  settling  the  Anglo-Jopanese  issue  on  China  and 
commercial  problems. 
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CERTIFICATE 
otatcment  of  Source  and  Authenticity 

I,  HAYASHI,  Kaoru,  Chief  of  the  Archives  Section,  Japanese  Foreign 
Office,  horoby  certify  that  the  document  hereto  attached  in  Japanese  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  pages  and  entitled  "Problem  of  Promoting  Friendly  Relations 
between  Japan  and  England"  i3  an  exact  and  true  copy  of  an  official  document 
of  the  Japanese  Foreign  Office. 

Certified  at  Tokyo, 
on  this  23rd  day  of  January  1947. 


it  ness:  Nngaharu  Odo 


/ s/  K.  Hayashi _ 
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